Spanish II Advanced with Señor Jannke

Welcome to Spanish II Advanced. In this course you will have fun learning about another language and culture. By the end of the course you will be able to communicate in Spanish and actually do useful things with the language.

About Sr. Jannke

I never really tried to learn a second language until I was an adult. I really wish I had! It is much easier to learn a language when you are young. So many fun opportunities have come my way now that I am bilingual. 

I have traveled all over the world, to more than 40 countries. I have experienced amazing places and met fascinating people along the way. I have learned profound lessons from watching how other people do things. I have seen bizarre events that make for a lifetime of great stories. 

Being able to communicate in Spanish has landed me jobs in other countries, too. This was great because my employer actually paid me to travel!  Here in the U.S., I have used my abilities in Spanish to work for big corporations, as well as with the local Hispanic population. And now, I have the privilege to share this language and culture with you as a teacher.

Learning Spanish has exposed me to new music, dance, people, culture, sports, etc. Through this course I hope to open you up to the same. I hope your eyes open with excitement when you begin to see that there is a whole other world out there and that you can experience it.

LHS Academic Expectations

This course will provide you with opportunities to meet school-wide academic expectations 1 and 2.

Students and graduates of Ledyard High School will:

    * Read and write critically and effectively for a variety of purposes

    * Speak clearly and communicate ideas accurately in a variety of settings

What will you learn in Spanish II and how?

I am not the “teacher” and you the “student.” I will not attempt to fill your head with knowledge and then have you recite this knowledge back to me. Rather, you are the “learner” and I am your “guide.” I will lead you through experiences where you discover and practice what you need to be able to communicate in Spanish. And in the end you will show me all that you can do with what you have learned! 

By the end of this course you will be able to:

· Talk about what you used to do.

· Talk about what you did or what happened.

· Talk about what you usually do (your daily routine).

· Talk about what you are going to do.

· Talk about what you would do in a hypothetical situation.

· Order in a restaurant.

· Talk on the phone.

· And, much more.

You will learn, practice and perform both in class and at home. In class, you will spend a lot of time talking with a partner and working in groups. I lecture very little. I give you the basic tools in a short presentation and then set up engaging activities for you to do with your peers. Your participation in these activities is key you your success!

All that you need to bring to class is:

· Yourself

· A 3-ring binder with all handouts and some blank paper

· A writing utensil

· Any out-of-class work that was assigned

At home you will need:

· Your covered textbook, ¡Ven Conmigo II!
· Internet access (recommended)

· Spanish/English dictionary (recommended)

How will you be assessed and evaluated?
Your grade will be calculated as follows:

· Homework


10%

· Small Assessments

15%

· Participation


25%

· Performance Assessments

50%

Your homework grade is based on completeness and effort. All homework is due at the beginning of class. I will check or collect it. You cannot make it up at a later date. All homework will be posted online at www.ledyard.net/WLC. Some assignments are optional. Small Assessments are akin to quizzes, short essays, etc. Participation is the key to your success. Look over the participation rubric often. Performance Assessments are tasks designed to show me what you know and can do. These tasks are done both at home and in class.

Policies

The World Languages and Cultures Department requires that you keep your book covered at all times and not chew gum.

If you miss class, you can make-up work as follows:


· For an excused absence you will have three days to make up any of the missed homework. However, you must make-up all prescheduled tests, quizzes, projects on the day of your return.

· For an unexcused absence or if you have been asked to leave due to your own action you will receive a zero.

· For a planned school trip, early dismissal, guidance appointment, extended stay in the nurse’s office, special meeting, etc. you are responsible for the work due on the next day, or hand in the work missed before you leave the building.

· You are responsible to find out about missing assignments outside of class time. Exchange phone numbers and/or emails with two classmates to use as resources or find me before or after school, during lunch, or activity period.

You are allowed two unexcused tardies to class per quarter. Your body needs to be in the room before the bell rings. Upon your third tardy, you must plan to stay after school that day with me (or choose a school detention on the assigned date). Plan to stay for a school detention every tardy following your third.

Everyone is allowed to make mistakes. However we need to control ourselves. If you use inappropriate language, treat anyone with disrespect or rudeness or demonstrate inappropriate behavior, you will receive a strike. If you accumulate three you will serve a detention with me or receive other disciplinary action.

Talk to Me

I need to know where you are at. It is really important to me that we communicate often about whether or not the class is working for you. To make this course better for you I need to know things like:

· What do you like best about the class and why?

· What do you like least about the class and why?

· What concepts and skills are most difficult for you?

· What strategies, activities and homework assignments work best for you?

The following will help us communicate better and more often:

· Class meetings.

· Talking during class breaks.

· Meeting after school, during lunch, etc.

· Emailing me anytime at kjannke@ledyard.net.

After-school Support

I will be available after school for support most Wednesdays or by appointment.

