Selection Process

National Honor Society, Serena B. Mowry Chapter

Ledyard High School

1. All students in grades eleven and twelve who are academically eligible (weighted GPA of 12.00 with a simple GPA of 9.5; or simple GPA of at least 10.00) are sent a letter inviting them to consider NHS membership.

2. To participate in the selection process, students are required to attend a mandatory informational meeting to discuss the selection process, the requirements of membership, the activities of the organization, and the responsibilities of members.

3. Nominees are required to submit resumes listing school activities, leadership positions, community activities, volunteer service, and recognition or awards received.  As part of the resume, students are required to write three paragraphs, one each on service, leadership and character.  In addition, nominees may request that adults in the community submit letters of recommendation addressing the nominees’ service, leadership and character (a maximum of two letters may be submitted).

4. All faculty, staff, advisors, and coaches are asked to rate those nominees with whom they are familiar in the areas of service, leadership, and character.  These ratings are confidential.

5. The Faculty Council, made up of five members of the present teaching faculty, is responsible for the final selection of members.  These Council members understand the importance of exercising their responsibilities in the most objective manner possible. 

6. The Faculty Council members independently review each nominee’s resume prior to meeting.

7. When the Faculty Council meets, the Advisor presents staff evaluations and any outside letters of recommendation for each candidate.  A discussion follows each presentation.  Each council member may vote YES, NO, or ABSTAIN.  In order to be offered membership, a student must receive a YES vote from the majority of the council who vote on his/her nomination.

8. Parents and students must understand that selection to NHS is a privilege, not a right.  Students do not apply for membership in the National Honor Society; instead, they provide information to be used by the Faculty Council to support their candidacy for membership.  Membership is granted only to those students selected by the Faculty Council. 

(Continued on back)
9. Reconsideration of a Faculty Council’s decision must be a rare occurrence if the Council is to be expected to take its assignment seriously.  Chapters are not legally or constitutionally obligated to share with parents and students information concerning specific students not selected for membership in the Society.  Since the chapter advisor is closest to the selection process, it is this individual who is best prepared to provide feedback to non-selected students and/or their parents.  Should students or parents still not be satisfied, the next level of discussion should take place with the principal.  The principal may listen to complaints from students not selected or from parents of those students.  Following such discussions, if the principal believes that some kind of technical mistake has been made, the principal may ask the Faculty Council to reconvene to review the situation.  Technical errors might include the inadvertent omission of a student’s name from the list of those academically qualified for membership, the failure to follow prescribed procedures, or the like.  In the absence of specific evidence to the contrary, however, the principal must assume that the Faculty Council members are exercising their discretion in a legitimate manner and with the good faith expected of them.

10. The selection process will be fair, non-discriminatory, and consistently applied.
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