Senior Messages/Graduation Grams
Last week of March thru June

Kimberly Ayer & Christine Colella

Just after St. Patrick’s Day

I. In planning the project we visited iParty (Waterford) and Arrow Paper Party Store (Groton) to price items we may want to put in the grad grams.  A good time to do this would be around St. Patrick’s Day when graduation goodies are just starting to come out.  After St. Patrick’s Day is when the store employees said the full repertoire would be out.  We found a few items (noisemakers, bubbles, beads, keychains) at low prices that we  knew we wanted to include.  We prepared fliers to be put in morning meeting folders, teachers mailboxes, in the hallways… anything to get the word out.  We also needed to fill out a sheet to have information run in the morning announcements and have that approved by the NHS Advisor and administration.  Reserve a cashbox and table to sell in the cafeteria during lunches, at Pop’s concerts, or maybe even the Awards Ceremony.  Have NHS members sign up in advance to sell during a certain lunch wave or at a concert or special event.  We found that Pop’s was a good way to get parents with money in on it and sell more grams.  We sold for about two weeks during lunches (more time may have been better).  You may want to decorate the NHS display case in the 100s hallway to give a visual of what’s in each bag… watch out though, it doesn’t lock so stuff will get stolen!!!
II. During the project, you needed about two volunteers to sell each lunch wave each day.  At the start of lunch, they need to pick up the cash box, order forms to have at the table, and pens to fill out these order forms.  At the end of lunch, just return all of this to the office so the second lunch sellers can pick it up.  Because seniors have a lot of special events at the end of the year, we found it convenient to distribute the bags at the Senior Banquet/dinner-dance.  As people are arriving just hand the grams out to those who are receiving them.

III. After the project, you just have Mr. Jannke deposit the money, buy all the items you need to fill the bags, and type out the messages.  You may want to make the assembly of the bags fun and have a party with a few recruited NHS members.  When we assembled the bags, we just popped in a movie and had anassembly line to make the grams.  It worked out great!  Do a project report at the end of the ordeal.  Save any receipts that you have from any purchases made and submit them to the treasurer for reimbursement.

IV. This year, we should have done some more intense advertising around school.  Posted more fliers and posters, and maybe had an announcement over the intercom made (this needs to be approved by administration, but they will do it).  

V. Keep the price moderately low.  $5 was a good price this year but you have to have a lot of good stuff in the bags.  The noisemakers and bubbles are pretty good lures because they are fun items that the kids can use.  Make sure there are things in the grams that will make kids want to buy them.  We would recommend bubbles and noisemakers again or possibly 2008 glasses…?  

VI. Make a list of deadlines for yourself to follow!  It’s easy to slack off since this is an end-of-the-year project, but make it fun and recruit good NHS kids that you want to work with. 

