Students

Policy 5121.3

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
The Ledyard Board of Education believes that honesty and integrity are essential character
traits that every student should develop and exhibit in becoming a responsible citizen.
Therefore, the Board prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty within Ledyard Public Schools.
“Academic dishonesty” shall, in general, mean conduct that has as its intent or effect the false
representation of a student’s academic performance, including, but not limited to:
• Cheating on an examination;
• Collaborating with others on an assignment to be presented as one’s own work when
such collaboration is contrary to the stated or written rules for that assignment;
• Plagiarizing, including the submission of others’ ideas or papers (whether purchased,
borrowed or otherwise obtained) as one’s own;
• Stealing or having unauthorized access to examination or course materials;
• Falsifying records of laboratory experiments or other data;
• Submitting, if contrary to the rules of the course or assignment, work previously presented
in another course; and
• Knowingly and intentionally assisting another student in any of the previously listed
prohibitions, including assisting in an arrangement whereby any work, classroom
performance, examination or other academic activity is submitted or performed by a
person other than the student under whose name the work is submitted or performed.
Disciplinary Actions
At a minimum, a student will lose credit for an assignment/examination when it has been
determined that the student intentionally violated this policy. Additional disciplinary actions may
be taken up to and including suspension and expulsion based on such factors as, but not limited
to, repeat violations of this policy and whether a student assisted others in violating this policy.
Policy Implementation
Each school Principal shall implement rules and procedures to carry out the requirements of this
policy in a manner that is consistent and fair for all students.
The Board supports the use of automated processes, such as “Turnitin.com”, to assist in
dissuading students from intentionally committing plagiarism.
Teachers in all grade levels shall make their students aware of what constitutes academic
dishonesty as delineated in this policy. Directions for class assignments shall be clear as to
whether or not group collaboration is allowed.
Notification
This policy in conjunction with the school procedures and rules regarding academic dishonesty
shall be published annually in each school’s student handbooks.
Legal Reference:
Connecticut General Statutes, Section 10-221. Boards of education to prescribe rules,
policies and procedures.
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